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ARCHAEOLOGICAL TESTING OF SITES 41RT128 AND 41RT129 
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ABSTRACT 

Tes t ing  was undertaken i n  November 1982 of two sites on S t a t e  Highway 6 
between Hearne and Bryan i n  o rde r  t o  determine s i te  depth ,  c u l t u r a l  con-
text, and a rchaeo log ica l  s ign i f i cance . Archaeological  S i t e  41RT128 w a s  
t y p i f i e d  by numerous bone fragments of Bos spec ie s ,  and S i t e  41RT129 w a s  
evidenced by a l i t h i c  s c a t t e r  on a sandy h i l l t o p  on t h e  sou th  bank of 
P i n  Oak Creek. 
Tes t ing  ind ica t ed  t h a t  S i t e  41RT128 was a late n ine teen th  century farm 
s i t e  and S i t e  41RT129 w a s  a p r e h i s t o r i c  l i t h i c  manufacturing s i te  and 
p o s s i b l e  campsite. Because of t h e  depth and na tu re  of  t h e s e  sites i t  
was determined t h a t  no f u r t h e r  work i s  warranted. 
INTRODUCTION 
Archaeological  S i t e s  41RT128 and 41RT129 were repor ted  i n  September 1980 
by Daymond Crawford of t h e  S t a t e  Department of Highways and Pub l i c  Trans- 
p o r t a t i o n  (SDHPT) and were recommended f o r  t e s t i n g .  Tes t ing  was conducted 
by t h e  au thor  and personnel  provided by t h e  l o c a l  SDHPT o f f i c e  dur ing  t h e  
per iod  November 8 through November 23, 1982, in accordance with t h e  Pro-
cedures for the Protection of Historic and Cultural Properties (36 CFR, 
Par t  800).  The o b j e c t i v e  f o r t h e t e s t s was t o  determine  eligibili ty t o  
t h e  National  Register  of Historic Places  as prescr ibed  by law, and t o  
determine t h e  n a t u r e  of t h e  depos i t s  and cultural context.  
Archaeological  S i t e  41RT128 is  loca ted  on t h e  south  s i d e  of t h e  S t a t e  
Highway 6 roadway on a t e r r a c e  no r th  of a small unnamed d ry  creek 2.8 
mi les  south  of Hearne. P resen t ly  t h e  a r e a  i s  pas tu re  and s c a t t e r e d  wood-
lands .  The s o i l s  a r e  loamy sands and sandy c l ays  and a r e  p a r t i a l l y  d i s-
turbed from a g r i c u l t u r a l  c l ea r ing .  Presence of c u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l s  was 
noted from recent  d is turbances  of t h e  s o i l  by underground cables .  Ob-
served ma te r i a l s  included bones from Bos spec ie s ,  r ecen t  c u l t u r a l  r e f u s e  
of g l a s s  and metal,  and an occas ional  f l i n t  f l a k e  o r  chip.  
Archaeological  S i t e  41RT129 is loca ted  on t h e  south  bank and h i l l t o p  above 
P i n  Oak Creek and west of S t a t e  Highway 6, 2.2 miles sou th  of Hearne. 
Based on information provided by l o c a l  r e l i c  c o l l e c t o r s  t h e  s i te  extended 
a minimum of 1000 f e e t  t o  t h e  west toward t h e  L i t t l e  Brazos River.  The 
h i l l t o p  overlooks t h e  L i t t l e  Brazos River Valley. A t  p resent  t h e  a r e a  
i s  covered by improved c o a s t a l  pas ture ,  and it has been c u l t i v a t e d  i n  t h e  
p a s t .  Presumably t h e  a r e a  was once woodlands. C u l t u r a l  d e b r i s  was ev ident  
i n  a r e a s  of shee t  wash on t h e  lower s lopes  and i n  gopher mounds on t h e  h i l l t o p .  
ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

Archaeological work prior to the SDHPT field work has been conducted in 

portions of Robertson County primarily by the University of Texas at 

Austin in conjunction with the Upper Navasota Reservoir and Twin Oak and 

Oak Knoll Projects (Prewitt 1974, 1975; Prewitt and Grombacher 1974). 

Based on information provided by these projects, Prewitt (Prewitt 1975: 

10-12) has presented a tentative guide to the cultural sequence in the 

Central Texas area. The sequence as presented shows a strong influence 

in the Early Archaic Period between the area and Central Texas and a 

strong influence between the area and East Texas in the Late Archaic 

Period continuing into the post-Archaic Period. 

PROCEDURES 

All investigations were either hand excavations or auger tests. Test 

units were excavated by shovel and trowel and the excavated soil was 

screened through 1/4" hardware cloth. All units were excavated in arbi-

trary 10 cm levels. Recovered material was bagged and labeled as to 

provenience and returned to the SDHPT lab for analysis. Test unit size 

varied from 1 by 1 meter, 1 by 2 meter, and 2 by 2 meter units. Unit 

location was based on two factors: soil depth as indicated by auger 

tests and surface indications. 

SITE 41RT128 

Site Description 

Testing of Archaeological Site 41RT128 consisted of one 1 by 1 meter unit 

and one 2 by 2 meter unit (Fig. 1). The area to be tested was limited as 

the SDHPT had only acquired 20 feet of additional right-of-way. Outside 

of the right-of-way in an area where a telephone cable had been buried 

were numerous bone fragments and an occasional flake. The presence of 

this material had led to the initial speculation that the site could have 

been a bison kill site or a butchering site. Condition of bone ranged 

from very porous and soft to hard and dense. The bone also showed some 

evidence of burning. 


Bone Flakes Biface Ceramics Glass Metal Nails  Brick 
Level 1 315.5 g 11 1 3 8 1 5 1 
Level 2 487.0 g 7 0 5 9 8 5 5 
Level 3 286.5 g 7 0 3 9 4 15 0 
The s o i l s  a r e  a loamy sand and a sandy c lay ,  and the  maximum depth is  
approximately 35 cm t o  the  top of the  c lay  (Fig. 2).  The loamy sand i s  
mottled with c lays  and contains numerous rodent burrows. The top organic 
zone i s  less than 4 cm th ick .  
Ar t i f ac t  Dis t r ibu t ion  
Bone and h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  dominated i n  a l l  l eve l s  excavated. Bone 
occurred throughout a l l  l eve l s  with a s l i g h t  increase  i n  Level 2 and a 
s l i g h t  decrease i n  Level 3. His to r i c  mater ia l  recovered consisted of 
h i s t o r i c  ceramics including Bennington Ware, b o t t l e  g lass  da t ing  t o  the  
l a t e  1800s, a ratchet- type burner f o r  an oil- type lamp, a l a rge  p iece  of 
metal which possibly could be a port ion of a e a r l y  horse-drawn farm im-
plement, and n a i l s .  The n a i l s  recovered were cu t  n a i l s  and were most 
numerous i n  Level 3 j u s t  above the  clay.  
Evidence of p r eh i s t o r i c  occupation consisted of 25 f lakes  from a l l  th ree  
l eve l s  and one d i s t a l  t i p  of a b i face  i n  Level  1. The d i s t r i bu t i on  and 
general  lack of f lakes  and t oo l s  ind ica te  t ha t  t h e  p r eh i s t o r i c  occupation 
was probably inc iden ta l  with t he  faunal  mater ia l .  
The bone, t o t a l i n g  1089 grams, was, with one exception, probably cow. 
None of t he  bone o r  bone fragments could be de f i n i t e l y  i den t i f i ed  a s  
cow o r  bison. The only exception t o  t he  Bos species  was a canine tooth 
from a medium s i z e  carnivore. Some of t he  bone is  burned but none exh ib i t s  
any butchering. 
Table 1 presents  the  provenience of the  recovered a r t i f a c t s .  
Table 1. Ar t i f ac t  d i s t r i bu t i on  from S i t e  41RT128. 
Conclusion and Recommendations 
Archaeological S i t e  41RT128 appears t o  be a h i s t o r i c  component located 
coincidenta l ly  with a sparce p reh i s to r i c  component of unknown a f f i l i a t i o n .  
The p r eh i s t o r i c  component is  presumably a t e r r a ce  campsite possibly l imi ted  

to a one-time use. The historic component appears to be the result of a 

nineteenth century farming operation of undetermined date. The lack of 

any artifacts from the early part of the twentieth century suggests a 

terminal date for the historic component of around 1900 A.D. The lack 

of evidence of butchering, the fact that some of the bone was burned, and 

the disturbed soil indicate that this was probably a dump site for waste 

carcasses. 

On the basis of the test excavations it is believed that the site as 

evidenced by the material within the SDHPT right-of-way does not meet 

the criteria for inclusion within the National Register of Historic 

Places and does not warrant any further investigation. 

SITE 41RT129 

Site Description 

Archaeological testing of Site 41RT129 consisted of three test units, one 

2 by 2 meter and two 1 by 2 meter units, as well as numerous auger-tests 

(Fig. 3). The maximum soil depth as derived by auger tests is 40 cm. The 

area acquired by the SDHPT consists of an additional 50 feet of right-of-

way. This is only a small portion of the site and the information from 

the test limits the discussion of the site's significance. 

The soils consist of sandy loams and sandy clays. The sandy loam is 

homogeneous down to the contact at approximately 40 cm with the clay. 

The homogeneous nature of the soil results presumably from agricultural 

use and from mixing by the active population of rodents. 

Artifacts 

ARTIFACT DISTRIBUTION 

Surface indications were limited to areas of sheet wash, gopher mounds, 

and the recent relocation of right-of-way fences. These indications 

consisted of flakes and one biface fragment. Also noted on the surface 

was an occasional glass fragment. 

The historic materials present occurred as deeply as 30 cm and consisted 

primarily of bottle fragments and cut nails. Also recovered was a cream- 

colored ceramic stoneware fragment and a single fragment of window glass. 


Ar t i f a c t s  of p r e h i s t o r i c  o r i g i n  include 3 p r o j e c t i l e  po i n t s ,  7 b i f a c e  
fragments,  and 2 co res  (Fig. 4) .  The debi tage  consists of 534 f l ake s  
and chips .  
Table 2  p resen t s  t h e  provenience of t h e  excavated a r t i f a c t s .  
Table 2. Provenience of excavated a r t i f a c t s ,  S i t e  41RT129. 
P r o j e c t i l e  Biface H i s t o r i c  
Flakes Po in t s  Fragments Cores A r t i f a c t s  
Level 1 141 0 1 0 2 
Level 2 169 1 (Alba) 2 1 5 
Level 3 159 0 2 1 2 
Level  4  65 1 (Lange) 2 1 0 
PROJECTILE POINTS 
Alba (Fig. 4A) 
Provenience: Tes t  Unit 2 , Level 2 
The t i p  and a por t ion  of t h e  b lade  a r e  missing. The b lade  edges a r e  con-
cave wi th  widely expanding barbs.  The stem is s l i g h t l y  con t rac t ing  and 
t h e  base  is squared. The poin t  is we l l  made and has been t o t a l l y  b i faced .  
Lange (Fig. 4B) 
Provenience: Tes t  Unit 3 , Level 4  
This  complete specimen has  a  t r i angu l a r  b lade  wi th  s t r a i g h t  converging 
edges and prominent shoulders .  The stem is s t r a i g h t  t o  s l i g h t l y  ex-
panding wi th  a s t r a i g h t  base. The base appears  t o  be t h e  o r i g i n a l  f l a k e  
p la t form from which t h e  poin t  was manufactured. 
O 1 
2 

FIGURE 4 . Prehistoric artifacts from Site 41RT129. A , Alba arrowpoint; 
B, Lange dart point; C, miscellaneous dart point fragment; D, thinned 
biface fragment; E-G, thick bifaces; H , core. 
Miscellaneous Dart Po in t  (Fig. 4C) 
Provenience: Test  Unit  1, Surface 
This  l a r g e  p r o j e c t i l e  po in t  is  incomplete and is missing t h e  d i s t a l  t i p  
and a po r t ion  of t h e  blade.  Unlike t h e  o t h e r  two p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s ,  i t  
is  made of Edwards P la t eau  f l i n t .  (The Alba and Lange are made from 
l o c a l  che r t s . )  The b lade  i s  t h i n  and l e n t i c u l a r  i n  c ross- sec t ion ,  w i th  
s t r a i g h t  edges t h a t  are only s l i g h t l y  converging. The base  i s  s t r a i g h t  
and thinned by smal l  f l akes .  There i s  no evidence of gr inding  i n  t h e  
proximal area. The edges on t h e  medial p o r t i o n  of t h e  specimen are 
no t i ceab ly  blunted as is poss ib l e  from use  such as might be t h e  c a s e  wi th  
a ha f t ed  kn i f e .  
OTHER BIFACES 
Thinned Bi face  Fragment (Fig. 4D) 
Provenience: Tes t  Unit  3, Level  4 
This  specimen, a l though fragmentary, i s  judged t o  be a probable p r o j e c t i l e  
p o i n t  t h a t  was snapped dur ing  manufacture. The b l ade  is  l e n t i c u l a r  i n  
c ross- sec t ion  and has s l i g h t l y  convex edges. One s u r f a c e  of t h e  b l ade  
e x h i b i t s  numerous hinge f l a k e s  i n d i c a t i v e  of problems i n  manufacture. 
Thick Bi faces  (Fig. 4E-G) 
Provenience: Tes t  Unit  1,  Levels 1, 2, 3 
Three b i f a c e s  were recovered from t h e  same u n i t .  A l l  appear t o  have been 
manufactured from cobbles  of l o c a l  c h e r t s  by co re  reduct ion  techniques.  
Cortex  is  evident  on s e v e r a l  s u r f a c e s  of each specimen. Flaking  i s  by 
percuss ion  and each appears  t o  have been r e j e c t e d  due t o  f a i l u r e s .  
Three b i f a c e  fragments  were a l s o  recovered from t h e  t e s t  u n i t  which were 

t o o  incomplete f o r  a n a l y s i s .  

CORES (Fig. 4H) 

Provenience: Test Unit 3, Levels 2, 3, 4 

Three cores were recovered from Test Unit 3. Two were local flint cobbles 

which exhibited flaking on several faces. The illustrated specimen appears 

to have been utilized for flake blade removal from a rejuvenated core. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Conclusions concerning Site 41RT129 are limited due to the brevity of 

the test and the small area of the site tested. 

The projectile points demonstrate that there was a long-term cultural 

use of the area from the Archaic Period into the Late Prehistoric Period. 

The artifact assemblage as recovered indicates that the area tested is 

primarily a lithic reduction area and possibly a campsite. No features 

or burned rocks were noted during the test but this fact does not preclude 

their existence. 

The shallow nature of the soil deposits and disruptions from rodent and 

agricultural practices minimize the significance of the site. It is 

possible that there are other areas of deeper soils outside the investi-

gation area. 

The large size of the site could be useful, however, in a large-scale 

excavation to discern horizontal differences, temporal changes, and 

differential activity areas. 

As evidenced by data gathered during the test, it is believed that the 

investigation area does not meet the criteria for inclusion in the Na-

tional Register and does not warrant any further investigation. 
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